
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Franzen Community: 

 
Please read the information below very carefully.  Classroom placement is a discussion Franzen 
teachers complete annually.  We appreciate your understanding and support through this process.  
Completed forms must be received to the office by April 27th, 2017 in order to receive 
consideration.  

     

One of the decisions that we as a staff take very seriously is the placement of your students 
for the upcoming school year.  Our goal is to provide each student with a classroom 
environment that will best meet his or her needs!  One way we attempt to do this is by 

balancing student characteristics within each class.  We develop class groupings that 
provide balanced numbers of boys and girls and students with supports and talents.  We 
also attempt to match students to particular classrooms based on such factors as learning 

styles, personalities and fundamentals.  Placement is a team decision, not an individual 
one.  Decisions are not made by any one teacher or even by the principal alone.  Our highly 

qualified and professional staff makes a decision together as a team.   
 
As a parent we may hope that our children will be with their friends.  However, research 

says that good friends don’t always make the best learning partners.  It’s good for social 
development to meet others and to learn to work cooperatively with a variety of people at a 

young age, just as we need to be able to do as adults.  Please keep this in mind and do not 
panic in August if you do not see your child’s best friend in his or her class.  Talk to your 
child about the opportunities this presents to grow and learn with others, while keeping 

that best friend outside of their classroom as well. 
 
I would like to offer you the option to provide certain specific information about your 

student that will assist us in making the best possible placement.  Because of the many 
factors we consider in order to provide all students with the best possible placements, 

requests for specific teachers will not be accepted. If you have information that will 
assist us in making a placement for your child, please complete the Franzen Intermediate 
School Principal Information Letter found within the April Franzen School newsletter 

(Franzen Falcon) online, or you may pick one up from the office directly.  
 
Completed forms must be received to the office by April 27th, 2017 in order to receive 
consideration.  

 

Thank you for your assistance in this important matter.  If you have any questions, please 

feel free to call me at 630-773-0100.  The staff and I are looking forward to a wonderful 
fourth quarter!  It’s an exciting time for our students. 
 

Sincerely, 

Jason R. Taylor 
Principal 
Franzen Intermediate School 
Office:  630.773.0100 
Fax:  630.285.7468 

http://www.itasca.k12.il.us/franzen/index.htm


 

 

Franzen Intermediate School Principal Information Letter 

 

Please do not request a specific teacher for next year. 
  

 Due Date: Thursday, April 27th, 2017 
 

 Student’s Name: _______________________ Date: ________________________ 

 

 Current Grade: _________________________ Current Teacher: _______________ 

 

 Student Support Service: Past/Present:  

 Are there any special needs that you feel would impact your child’s placement for the 2017-2018  

 school  year?  If so, please indicate on the line next to the support service(s) your child  

 receives. 

 

 Speech/Language _______ Title I Reading _________ 504 ________ 

 Social Work ___________   ELL __________________ Occupational Therapy ___________  

 Special Education in Reading and/or Math ____________ 

 

 How do you feel these needs may impact your child’s placement? 

 ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Have you had a particular teacher before but would prefer a different placement for a sibling?  

 Please indicate. 

 
 ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Is there a child that you wish your child not be placed with?  Why?  Is Mr. Taylor aware of  

 any concerns/issues between your child and this student? 

 

 ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 __________________________________________________________________ 

 

 ___________________________________________________________________ 

 
Note: I know everyone likes to request being in class with a friend.  Please do not request placement 

with a friend, as the teachers are aware of the best learning partner(s) for your  

 child. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The following students will be saying the Pledge for the next month: 
       

Week of 4/10/17  Mrs. Cook’s Class and Mrs. Stines’ Class  
Week of 4/17/17  Mrs. Stines’ Class 
Week of 4/24/17  Mr. Cuzzone’s Class 
Week of 5/1/17  Mr. Cuzzone’s Class and Miss Anklam’s Class  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Board of Education recognizes that there are events which may cause a parent to consider 
keeping a child from attending school.  One such event is “Take your Child to Work Day”.  While the 
Board supports the concept of a child learning more about his/her parents’ work, the Board 
discourages children from missing school for this event and therefore, does not sanction this day or 
similar days as a valid cause for absence.  Parents wanting to take their children to work are invited 
to do so on days when school is not in session. 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Thank you to Ms. Wit for organizing the Battle of the Books and to 

the Itasca Library for their partnership in this event. 

 

 

 

 

Thank you Mrs. Berry for all your work on 

the Chorus program. 
 



CELEBRATION OF LEARNING 

 

On Thursday, April 27th, Franzen Intermediate School will 

host its annual “CELEBRATION OF LEARNING”.  The staff 

encourages parents and students attend this open house, 

for the purpose of sharing in the celebration of all 

that the Franzen Intermediate students have accomplished 

this school year. 

 

The evening is scheduled as follows: 

  

 6:30-8:00 pm – Gym – Ice Cream Social 

          Media Center – Book Fair   

    Both of these events are sponsored by the IPTO         

 

 6:30-7:30 pm - Classroom Visitation Hour    

The Book Fair and ice cream social will remain open 

during this time. 

 

We hope you can join us for this open house.  The 

classroom teachers and students have worked hard this 

year, and are anxious to share their accomplishments 

with you!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



A MESSAGE FROM THE NURSE 

 
Importance of Childhood Oral Hygiene and Dental Care! 

 
 Tooth decay, even in the earliest stages of life, can have serious implications for a child’s long-
term health and well-being. A report by the Centers of Disease Control and Prevention comparing the 
dental health in Americans found a 15.2 percent increase in cavities among two to five year olds. 
Other studies indicate that tooth decay is a chronic disease affecting 50% of first graders and 80% of 
17 year olds. A study in the Pediatric Dental Journal showed that children with cavities were 
significantly more likely to weigh less than 80 percent of their ideal body weight. Even more disturbing 
is the evidence that the effects of poor oral health may be felt for a lifetime. Emerging research 
suggests that improper dental care and oral hygiene may increase a child’s risk later in life for 
developing heart disease, cancer, or stroke. Women who had poor oral hygiene and lacked adequate 
dental care as a child have a higher risk of giving birth to low weight babies. The National Institute of 
Dental and Craniofacial Research estimates that children will miss 52 million hours of school each 
year due to oral health problems and about 12.5 million days of restricted activity every year from 
dental symptoms. Because there is such a significant loss in their academic performance, the 
Surgeon General has made children’s oral health a priority.  
Good Oral Hygiene Includes:  
 

Visiting the dentist every 6 months or at least once a year. 
Brushing your teeth a minimum of two times a day. 
Flossing Daily 
Limiting frequency of snacking, which can increase a child’s risk of developing cavities. 
Determining if the water supply that serves your home is fluoridated; if not, discussing 
supplement options with your dentist. 
Taking good care of your own teeth. Studies show that babies and small children can catch 
cavity-causing bacteria from their parents.  
 

Please take time to care for your teeth and your family’s teeth. Remember they have to last you a 
lifetime!  

 

Your School Nurses, 

Diane Dreher, RN  

Nancie Weber, RN, BSN 

Ann Yurco, RN, BSN



IMPORTANT REMINDERS 

PLEASE READ: 
 

 

1. Please make sure your child brings their lunch every day.  We cannot provide your child a lunch if they forget it.  
 We do not have the personnel, materials or time for making your child a lunch.  If you need to drop off your child's 
 lunch, please put their name on it. We get many  lunches and want to make sure your child gets their lunch. 

 
2. When dropping off your child's instrument, please bring it directly to the front hallway under the bulletin board. 
 
3. It is the PARENT'S RESPONSIBILITY to call the office when your child is going to be absent or late.  You can call 

the absent line from 4:30 p.m. until 7:50 a.m. at 630-773-1232 press 5, extension 1525.  After 7:50 call the school 
office and give the information to the secretary.  If you leave a message or talk to the secretary, please give your 
child's name, reason for absence, teacher, and if you would like to pick up homework. Requests for homework must 
be made by 9:00 a.m. so the teacher can get it ready.  If you ask for homework, please come and pick it up. It can 
be picked up after 2:30 and before 3:30. You must call the office every day your child will be out.  If you send an e-
mail to your child’s teacher regarding an absence or change in their after school plans, please e-mail the office as 
well.  Please e-mail jrobertson@itasca.k12.il.us.  Requests for homework in advance of a scheduled absence will 
not be honored. 

 
4. If you are picking your child/children up early from school, please write a note.  This way the teacher can have  
 them ready along with their homework and you will not have to wait. 
 
5. If you need to make a bus change or sign up as a new rider, please note it will take minimum of 5 school days to 
 make the change.  Please plan accordingly. PARENTS, PLEASE CONTACT THE SCHOOL FIRST BEFORE 
 MAKING ANY DAY CARE ARRANGEMENTS.  A TRANSPORTATION CHANGE FORM MUST BE FILLED OUT 
 BEFORE ANY CHANGES ARE MADE. 
 
6. Franzen School closes at 3:30.  The doors are locked at 3:30 and the office is closed. The Itasca Library and Wood 
 Dale Library have copies of all Franzen's textbooks. 
 
7. Please send an extra set of clothes to school with your child.  They will be going out during the winter and if they do 
 get wet they can change their clothes without having to disturb you at work or home. 
 
8. If you have a new cell phone, work or emergency numbers, please send a note to the office so we can updated our 
 records.  We need current and working phone numbers for all students in case of an emergency. 
 
9. Parents please note the following regarding after school plans: 
 a. If your child rides the bus some days and walks other days unless we get a note from you or a phone call from 
 you, your child will do what they are scheduled to do on those days.  No changes will be made to their normal 
 routine unless we hear from you.   
 b. If your child is normally a walker and they are going home with another student, you will need to write a note 
 telling us that they are going home with another student.  We need notes from both parents even if your child walks 
 home. 
 c. Children who do not normally ride the bus cannot ride the bus to go to a friend's house.  You will have to pick  
 them up and drive them to the friend's house. 
 d. Please call to make any after school changes BEFORE 12:00.  The office gets very busy at dismissal time 
 and there is only 1 secretary in the building at that time. 
 

10. Treats for Special Occasions -  NO FOOD OR CANDY IS TO BE BROUGHT TO SCHOOL FOR BIRTHDAYS 
OR PARTIES.  See Page 38 in the Student/Parent Handbook or the District 10 website for treat guidelines.  Any 
food or candy brought to school will not be distributed and sent back home with the student who brought them.  
Also due to latex allergies, please do not send balloons. 

mailto:jrobertson@itasca.k12.il.us


 





 
 





 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 



 

Off the Shelf 
Novel News from the Itasca Community Library  
 
 
 

Upcoming Programs for Franzen Kids (3rd-5th Grade) 
Registration is required unless otherwise noted. You may register for the following programs by stopping by in 
person at the library, calling the library at 630-773-1699, or visiting our website at itascalibrary.org.  All 
programs are free, and a library card is not required to attend! 
   
Warm up with a Good Book: Children’s Book Discussion (Grades 3-6) 
Thursday, April 6, 6:30-7:15 p.m.  
We’ll warm up with a hot treat as we discuss Sidekicks by Dan Santat and participate in other related activities. Books 
are available at Patron Services one month prior to the discussion. 
 
Drop-In Itasca Pokémon League (All Ages) 
Sundays, April 9 & 30, 2:00-4:00 p.m. 
Come join in the fun at the library’s Pokémon League! Using your own cards and Pokémon video games, you can play 
and trade while meeting other Pokémon players who love collecting and playing just as much as you do.  No registration 
is required. 
 
Makerspace Mondays (Grades 5-9) 
Monday, April 10, 4:00-5:00 p.m. 
If you love to learn, create, and explore, join us each week at Makerspace Mondays, a hands-on program based on 
STEAM (science, technology, engineering, art, and math) concepts.  
 
Magic School Bus Cracks a Yolk (Grades K-3) 
Tuesday, April 11, 4:00-4:45 p.m. 
Each month, we’ll join Ms. Frizzle on a new adventure on her Magic School Bus! Each program will include crafts, games, 
and a video based on an episode of the popular book series and television show.  
 
LEGO @ the Library (Grades K-5) 
Wednesday, April 12, 4:00-5:00 p.m. 
If you love LEGO, this is the program for you! Come to the library to build new creations, participate in LEGO activities, 
and more.  
 
Build Your World with Robinson Engineering (Grades 5-9) 
Monday, April 17, 4:00-5:00 p.m. 
Come learn how civil engineers help the world run. Civil engineers design and construct things like safe roads and 
bridges, water systems, and much more! This session, led by engineers from Robinson Engineering, is the fourth in a 
series of programs designed to expose youth to various aspects of civil engineering.  
 
Geronimo & Thea Stilton Party (Grades 2-5) 
Tuesday, April 18, 4:00-5:00 p.m. 
Celebrate the release of The Hunt for the 100th Key in our own library hunt with Geronimo and Thea. Enjoy a craft, 
treats, and more at the library.  
 
Family BINGO (All Ages) 
Tuesday, April 18, 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Come and join us at the library for a night of BINGO, prizes, and fun.  
 
 
 
Library 90th Anniversary Party (All Ages) 



Sunday, April 23, 2:00-4:00 p.m. 
Join in the celebration to commemorate Itasca Community Library’s 90th anniversary! Share in the festivities by 
competing in a local history quiz. Kids can participate in crafts and other fun activities. Enjoy cake, refreshments, and 
special giveaways. No registration is required.  
 
Globe-trotters New Zealand (Grades 3-6) 
Tuesday, April 25, 4:00-5:00 p.m. 
Each quarter we will celebrate the culture, crafts, food, sports, and more from different countries around the world.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 


